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March 1, 1934

John S. Klemanski

Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science
University of Detroit

4001 W. McNichols Road

Detroit, MI 48221

Re: Your Regquest for Advice, Our
Advice No. A-84-039

Dear Professor Klemanski:

I am writing in response to your letter asking the following
guestions: :

l. Does the State of California allow an elected
official to have an Officehclder's Expense Fund (a separate
account for expenses incidental to holding office)?

2. Does the State provide its state legislators with
an expense account? If it does, what is the amount of the
account and is disclosure reguirea?

Discussion

l. In California, elected officials do not normally have
separate Officeholder's Expense Funds. An officeholder may use
his or her campaign funds to make pavments which are related to
his or her status as an officeholder; such expenditures are
reported on the official's campaign reports. OCfficeholder
related expenses which are paid out of personal funds, rather
than campaign funds, are not reported unless they are political
- an officeholder who buys a sofa for his office doesn't report
that as a campaign expenditure. (See California Government Code
Section 82025, Elections Code Section 12400, et seg., 2 Cal.
Adm., Code Section 18225 (copy enclosed), and Form 420,

Schedule E (copy enclosed).)

2. Your gquestion concerning the state legislators' expense
accounts should be directed to the Office of Legislative
Counsel, State Capitol, Room 3021, Sacramento, California
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9:314. Tne Policical Reform Act (Section 8100GC, et sec.) cces
not require axpenses paild from this account to be reported
because the funds cannot pe used for political purposes.

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to
contact me at 916,/322-5301.

Very truly yours,

Mﬂﬁzew

uanls bnank McLean
Counsel, Legal Diwvision
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Fetruary 7, 1984

State ol Californisa
Fair Political Fractices Commission
Zacramentc, Cal. 95874

To Whom It May Concern:

The State of Michigan Campaign ¥inance Act (1076) provides
an Officehclder's Expense Fund (CEF). This *und allows sta
ofriclals to crea*e a separate account ifor expenses "incidental to holuing

ottice,"

Does your state have any provision for such a fund? Cr is a fund 1l re this
prohicited? Does the state provide an expense account for its statle

legislators? If sc, in what amount? Is disclosure requirzd?

in agaition to tLne above guestions, 1 am ais0o interested in the cliiatiouns
fer oany resevant portlons of your campaign finance statute. Thank ;ou

i1 advance {or your cooperation. Please bill me for any costs associated
with reproducing any meterials you may send.

Sincerely,

John S. Klemanskxi
Assistant Professor
Dept. of Political Science




